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         Naours Silent Soldier Profile 
 
Name:                                               Lieutenant Leslie Russel Blake 
Service Number:              7306 (Officer)  
Rank:                Lieutenant 
Occupation:              Geological Surveyor   Place of 
Enlistment :                         Brisbane 
Enlistment:     4th August 1915  
Marital Status:   Single 
Age at Embarkation:   24 
Place of Birth:    Hawthorne Victoria 
Family Information                          Thomas Henry and Maria Louisa Blake 

Malvern Rd East Malvern Melbourne 

Enlisted with: 5th Field Artillery Brigade Battery 13, 2nd 

Division Artillery. 

Date of embarkation:                       18th November,  1915. 

Place of embarkation:  Sydney 
Ship embarked on:               HMAT A34 Persic 
Ship returned on :   n/a    
Military Career:  Enlisted as Sergeant. Promoted to 2nd 

Lieutenant 12th March 1916. 
                                                           Promoted to Captain on 23rd  May, 1918. 
Fate:                                                  Died of Wounds 3rd October        
                                                          1918 at Tincourt France.        
                                                          Buried at Tincourt Mew British               
                                                          Cemetery Plot V, Row J,       
                                                          Grave 4.  
Miscellaneous     
Mentioned in desptaches for showing conspicuous and consistant gallentary, 
supplying excellent reports and obtaining valuable information while in 
Pozieres London Gazette January 1917 and Commonwealth Gazette  June 
1917. 
Served for over 2 years as Geological surveyor on Sir Douglas Mawson’s 
Antartctic expedirtions. 
 AWM Panel Number Roll of Honour number 13. 
Awarded the Military Cross 19th April 1917 for “Conspicuous gallentry in action. 
He carried out reconnaissances under very heavy fire with great courage and 
determination….” 
Commonwealth Gazette 19th April 1917. 

 

 

 



                  Source: Australia War Memorial. 

                      Biographie  

Gilles Prilaux  

Leslie Russel Blake est né le 28 octobre 1890 à Hawthorn, banlieue de Melbourne, dans l’État de Victoria. Après la mort 

prématurée de ses parents, en 1892 et en 1897, il a été élevé par sa tante, Jane Deazeley dans l’État du Queensland. Il 

passera sa scolarité à Brisbane et à l'Université de Sydney, avant d'être nommé expert en géologie dans le département 

des mines de Queensland. Il passera alors la plupart de son temps à explorer les vastes domaines du Queensland et les 

importants secteurs aurifères de la région de Gympie. En 1911, il intègre l'équipe de Douglas Mawson qui entreprend une 

expédition en Antarctique dans le but d'étudier et de cartographier l'Île de Macquarie. Les résultats des travaux menés 

pendant plus de deux années sur cette Île, dans des conditions extrêmement dif ciles, vaudra à une partie de l'équipe, de 

recevoir des mains du roi Georges V la médaille polaire en argent qui est une très haute distinction qui récompense les 

hommes qui ont mené des travaux d'études ou de recherches en Antarctique. Depuis sa création en 1857, seules 245 

médailles polaires en argent ont été délivrées. Dès son retour en 1914, il est sollicité par Sir Ernest Shackleton, considéré 

aujourd'hui comme l'une grandes gures des périodes héroïques des explorations en Antarctique, pour rejoindre 

l'Expédition Impériale Trans-Antarctique 1914/1916, proposition que refusera Blake pour servir son pays en entrant dans 

l'armée. Il fera plusieurs tentatives pour s'engager mais sera déclaré à chaque fois inapte au combat, mais après une 

brève période passée à l’hôpital, il nira par être enrôlé dans l'artillerie le 4 août 1915. 98 Inrap · Rapport de sondage 

archéologique Somme, Naours, Cité souterraine - Gilles Prilaux : Les traces de la Grande Guerre Ses capacités et ses 

compétences sont rapidement reconnues et il est promu sergent à peine trois mois après son engagement avec une 

immersion sur le terrain quatre mois plus tard le 12 mars 1916. Avant de partir servir au Moyen-Orient et en France, il 

déclarera sa amme à sa ancée Frances Eileen Elliott. Le 25 novembre 1916, la Gazette de Londres annonce la remise au 

Lieutenant Leslie Russel Blake de la Military Cross, qui est une des plus hautes distinctions militaires, créée par le roi 

Georges V le 28 décembre 1915. La citation of cielle est assez peu locace, en revanche le rapport de la division 

australienne est plus détaillé et les états de services qui ont amené à cette récompense rapportent que « Le Lieutenant 

Leslie Russel Blake, 105ème batterie d'obusier de la 5ème brigade d'artillerie de campagne a fait preuve d'un 

remarquable et continuel courage pendant les opération de Pozières. Le 21 août 1916, cet of cier a fourni des 

informations primordiales sur la con guration réelle de la ligne tenue par nos troupes au Nord-Est de Pozières au lieu-dit 

la ferme du Mouquet. Ces informations ont été cruciales pour la mise en œuvre des barrages d'artillerie. Il a fourni 



d'excellents rapports et s'est toujours porté volontaire pour ces missions qu'il a exécuté sous un feu ennemi 

particulièrement nourri ». La bataille de la Ferme du Mouquet qui a commencé le 8 août 1916 est un haut-lieu de la 

bataille de la Somme et de la bataille de Pozières. La ferme sera prise le 27 septembre 1916 après de très lourdes pertes 

chez les australiens et les canadiens. Lorsque la roi George V remet la Military Cross, il remarque que Blake porte le 

ruban de la médaille polaire, et intrigué, il engage pendant 20 minutes une discussion avec lui sur ses expéditions en 

Antarctique. On sait qu'ensuite Blake enverra sa médaille à sa ancée. Dépêches Magazine, bulletin d'information de 

l'armée, fait également mention des faits d'armes de Blake en janvier 1917 pour s'être distingué sur le front de l'Ouest. 

Il sera blessé à plusieurs reprises et notamment le 25 septembre 1917 où un éclat d'obus lui sectionnera des tendons et 

emportera une partie de son bras droit. Cette blessure était suf samment grave pour qu'il soit déclaré invalide et ainsi 

pouvoir repartir chez lui, mais Blake refuse et repart au front, après d'âpres négociations. Le 2 octobre 1918, le Capitaine 

Blake sera de nouveau touché par un éclat d'obus qui provoquera sa mort au petit matin. Il repose aujourd’hui dans le 

cimetière de Tincourt, plot 5, rangée J.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

The Story of Leslie Russel Blake. 
Leslie Russel Blake was born October 28, 1890 in Hawthorn, Melbourne in the state of Victoria. After the early death of 
his parents in 1892 and 1897, he was raised by his aunt, Jane Deazeley in the State of Queensland. He spent his 
schooling in Brisbane and Sydney University before being appointed as an expert in Geology in the Queensland mines 
department. He spent most of his time exploring the vast areas of Queensland and major gold regions of the Gympie 
Region. In 1911, he joined the team of Douglas Mawson who undertook an expedition to Antarctica in order to study and 
map Macquarie Island. The results of this work which lasted for over two years on this island in extremely difficult 
circumstances, was the presentation of the King George V Polar Silver Medal.  This is a very high distinction that rewards 
men who lead study or work in Antarctica. Since its creation in 1857, only 245 polar silver medals have been issued. 
Leslie was a worthy part of the team. 
Upon his return from this expedition in 1914, he was asked by Sir Ernest Shackleton, now regarded as a great heroic 
figure of the periods of exploration in Antarctica, to join the Imperial Trans-Antarctic Shipping 1914/1916.  This proposal 
would stop Blake from entering into the military to serve his country. 
Blake made several attempts to join the military but was always declared unfit for combat. After a brief hospital stay, he 
was finally drafted into the artillery on August 4, 1915. 
His abilities and skills were quickly recognized and he was promoted to Sergeant just three months after his engagement 
with immersion on the battlefield.   Four months later on March 12, 1916, after a brief service in the Middle East, he 
arrived in France as a second lieutenant. 
On November 25, 1916, the London Gazette announced that Lieutenant Leslie Russel Blake would receive the Military 
Cross, which is one of the highest military awards, created by King George V on December 28, 1915. He sent his medal 
back to his fiancée in Australia. The report from the Australian division is detailed and the states of services which led to 
this award report that "Lieutenant Leslie Russel Blake, 105th Howitzer Battery of the 5th Field Artillery Brigade has 
demonstrated a remarkable and continuous courage during the operation of Pozières. August 21, 1916.  He provided vital 
information on the actual configuration of the line held by our troops in the North East of Pozières in the locality Mouquet 
Farm. This information was crucial to the implementation of artillery barrages. He held excellent relationships with others 
and always volunteered for the missions he performed under enemy fire especially the most dangerous ones. The battle 
of Mouquet Farm which started August 8, 1916 was a landmark of the Battle of the Somme and the Battle of Pozieres. 
The farm was taken on September 27, 1916 after heavy losses were suffered in the Australian and Canadian camps. 



When King George V presented the Military Cross, he noted that Blake carried the ribbon of the Polar Medal, and 
intrigued, he asked about this during a 20 minute a discussion with him on his expeditions in Antarctica. Dispatches 
Magazine, the Information bulletin of the army, also made mention of Blake's exploits in January 1917 for valor on the 
Western Front. He was wounded several times, including September 25, 1917 where shrapnel damaged part of his right 
arm. This injury was sufficiently serious for it to be declared that Blake could go home.   Blake refused and went back to 
the front. 
Blake was promoted to Captain in May 1918.  After many tough battles. On October 2, 1918, Captain Blake was again hit 
by German artillery shrapnel at Hargicourt that caused his death at dawn. He was sent to the 58th Casualty Clearing 
Station where he died the following day aged 27.  He now rests in the cemetery of Tincourt, plot 5, row J. 
During World war one, Blake surveyed the front line before the Pozieres attack.  He never finished writing up his notes 
because of his sudden death. Blake’s work with Mawson was not published until 1943. Blake died 39 days before peace 
was declared.   
 



                         
Source. RSL virtual memorial.                        An interior view of the dugout occupied by officers of the 105th Howitzer Battery. Left to right: Captain Leslie Russell Blake MC. 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Australian War Road Area. The dugout 

waLeslie Blake inspecting the effect of a 9.2-inch British shell on a German reinforced concrete dugout on Hill 60 (Ypres),       

       Menin Road Area. Photograph by an unknown photographer and dated August 1917. © Australian War Museum. 

 

 

 

 
                

 





 
   
 

Leslie Blake inspecting the effect of a 9.2-inch British shell on a German  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Source; coolantartica website. 











 





 



 
 
Sources; 

1. https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/P07842.001 
2. https://rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/people/337686 
3. https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/E00661/ 
4. http://homepages.abdn.ac.uk/talpa/newsletter1/The_Penguin_egg.html 
5. http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ListingReports/ItemsListing.aspx 
6. http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ListingReports/ItemsListing.aspx 
7. http://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/History/antarctic_whos_who_aurora_mawson.php 
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