
A Soldier of the Great War 

        Captain John Patrick Ramkema 

9th Battalion AIF 

Regimental number 1616 

Date of birth --/03/1893 

Place of birth Paradise Goldfields Queensland 

Religion Roman Catholic 

Occupation Stock rider 

Address Flinders Street, Townsville, Queensland 

Marital status Single 

Age at embarkation 21 

Next of kin Mother, Mrs H Ramkema, Flinders Street, Townsville, 
Queensland 

Enlistment date 17 December 1914 

Date of enlistment from Nominal Roll 14 December 1914 

Rank on enlistment Corporal 

Unit name 9th Battalion, 3rd Reinforcement 

Embarkation details Unit embarked from Brisbane, Queensland, on board HMAT 
A49 Seang Choon on 13 February 1915 

Regimental number from Nominal Roll Commissioned 

Rank from Nominal Roll Captain 

Unit from Nominal Roll 9th Battalion 

Promotions Lieutenant 

 
Unit: INF9 
Promotion date: 3 August 1916  

Recommendations (Medals and Awards) Military Cross 

 
Recommendation date: 5 July 1916  

Fate Returned to Australia 10 September 1917 

Medals Military Cross 

'For conspicuous gallantry during a raid. He led the way into 
the enemy trenches and shot several of the enemy. He then 
rushed a dug-out, and killed seven and captured fourteen of 
the men inside it. He finally brought back twelve prisoners 
alive.' 
Source: 'Commonwealth Gazette' No. 176 
Date: 30 November 1916  

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showUnit?unitCode=INF9REIN3


John Patrick Ramkema was born in 1893 and a stockman from Paradise Goldfields 

near Townsville in North Queensland and was just 21 years old and 9 months when 

he enlisted in the AIF on the 14th December 1914. 

He had already been mobilised as part of the 2nd AN and MEF in August 1914 when 

he embarked Cairns for Thursday Island and garrison Duty there. He would also 

depart on the Troopship Kanowna for the capture of German New Guinea on the 6th 

September 1914. Due to trouble with the firemen on the ship he would not take part 

and return on the 18th September 1914 at which time he was discharged. 

He would go on to enlist in the AIF in December and would be enlisted in the 3rd 

reinforcements 9th Battalion embarking from Brisbane on the Seang Choon on the 

13th February 1915. 

The 9th Battalion was among the first infantry units raised for the AIF during the First World 

War. It was the first battalion recruited in Queensland, and with the 10th, 11th and 12th 

Battalions it formed the 3rd Brigade.  

 

The battalion was raised within weeks of the declaration of war in August 1914 and 

embarked just two months later. After preliminary training, the battalion sailed to Egypt, 

arriving in early December. The 3rd Brigade was the covering force for the ANZAC landing 

on 25 April 1915, and so was the first ashore at around 4.30 am. The battalion was heavily 

involved in establishing and defending the front line of the ANZAC beachhead. It served at 

ANZAC until the evacuation in December 1915.  

 

After the withdrawal from Gallipoli, the battalion returned to Egypt. It was split to help form 

the 49th Battalion and bought up to strength with reinforcements. In March 1916 the 

battalion sailed for France and the Western Front. From then until 1918 the battalion took 

part in operations against the German Army. The battalion's first major action in France was 

at Pozieres in the Somme valley. The 9th Battalion attacked on the extreme right of the line 

and it was during this action that Private John Leak won, with the bayonet, the battalion's 

only Victoria Cross. Later the battalion fought at Ypres, in Flanders, before returning to the 

Somme for winter. In 1917 the battalion moved back to Belgium for the advance to the 

Hindenburg Line, and in March and April1918 helped stop the German spring offensive. The 

battalion participated in the great allied offensive of 1918 and fought near Amiens on 8 

August. The advance by British and empire troops was the greatest success in a single day 

on the Western Front, one that German General Erich Ludendorff described as "the black 

day of the German Army in this war".  

 

The battalion continued operations until late September 1918. At 11 am on 11 November 

1918, the guns fell silent. The November armistice was followed by the peace treaty of 

Versailles, signed on 28 June 1919.  

 

In November 1918 members of the AIF began to return to Australia for demobilisation and 

discharge. On 5 February 1919, the 9th and 10th Battalions were amalgamated. 

 



John would arrive at Gallipoli in late April after the initial landing and serve until the 
evacuation in December 1915. While at Gallipoli he would be promoted to Corporal 
and then Sergeant.  
In October 1915 he would be reported sick and would be transferred from ANZAC to 
an auxiliary Hospital ship and then spend some time in the No1 Auxilary Hospital in 
Cairo with mild diarrhoea and flu like symptoms. Many soldiers had become sick like 
this with conditions on the Gallipoli Peninsula. He would then end up in Zeitoun and 
transferred back to duty. He would remain at Gallipoli until evacuation in December 
at which time he would be stationed at Mudros awaiting the BEF force advance to 
France. 
 
On the 3rd April 1916 he was aboard the Saxonia from Alexandria and disembarked 
at Marseilles and made his way to Northern France. In late April he would be 
promoted to 2nd Lieutenant.  
The battalion were first located at St Omer and Strazelle about west of Lille in 
France. They were behind the lines but not far from the front.  
 
On the 20th April the first Australian casualties of the Western Front occur when 
German shells hit the farmhouse where members of the 9th Battalion, C Company 
are billeted at Rouge de Bois. 25 men are killed and 50 wounded.  
 
It was here and around Armentieres that the Australian forces got their first 
experience in trench warfare in France. It was called the “nursery sector” and 
successive battalions would be prepared here the battles that lay ahead. 
In May the Battalion would find themselves in the Fromelles sector and around 
Fleurbaix. 
 
John would be slightly wounded on the 7th June 1916 in the Petillion Sector near 
Armentieres and would spend a small time in hospital and then return to duty. On the 
29th June he would be wounded again slightly but quickly return to duty. 
 
On the 2nd August he would be awarded the Military Cross for gallantry on the 1st 
and 2nd June in actions around Fleurbaix and on the 9th August would be promoted 
to Lieutenant. 
 
His recommendation would read:- 
 
'For conspicuous gallantry during a raid. He led the way into the enemy trenches and 
shot several of the enemy. He then rushed a dug-out, and killed seven and captured 
fourteen of the men inside it. He finally brought back twelve prisoners alive.' 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In July the Battalion would move from France into Sternwerck in Belgoium  and then 
back France and  to Doullens, Halloy and Naours. He would remain in Naours from 
the 12th till the 16th July. It was during this time that he would have visited the caves 
and left his signature and name there with over 2000 other soldiers.  
 
Naours was just 19 miles from the firing line and the Battalion would be prepared for 
the infamous attacks at Pozieres. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
In late July he would move to Warloy and Albert and finally onto Pozieres and relieve 
depleted battalions who had lost huge numbers of men.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the 25th August during the action in and around the Pozieres area a gunshot 
would to the left thigh would take him out of action and to the 4th Australian Field 
Ambulance for treatment and finally back behind the lines to the 2nd Auxiliary Military 
Hospital at Etaples. He would eventually be evacuated back to England and the 4th 
General London Hospital at Denmark Hill by the 26th August 1916 for treatment and 
recovery.. 
He would remain in England and after recovery be released to training at Perham 
Downs Salisbury. 
 
Pozieres, a small village in the Somme valley in France, was the scene of bitter and 

costly fighting for the 1st, 2nd and 4th Australian Divisions in mid 1916. 
The village was captured initially by the 1st Division on 23 July 1916. The division 
clung to its gains despite almost continuous artillery fire and repeated German 
counter-attacks but suffered heavily. By the time it was relieved on 27 July it had 
suffered 5,285 casualties. 
 
The 2nd Division took over from the 1st and mounted two further attacks - the first, 
on 29 July, was a costly failure; the second, on 2 August, resulted in the seizure of 
further German positions beyond the village. Again, the Australians suffered heavily 
from retaliatory bombardments. They were relieved on 6 August, having suffered 

 



6,848 casualties. 
 
The 4th Division was next into the line at Pozieres. It too endured a massive artillery 
bombardment, and defeated a German counter-attack on 7 August; this was the last 
attempt by the Germans to retake Pozieres. 
 
 
Following his recovery in England he would again return to Etaples on the 22nd 
November 1916 in France and be placed on the seconded list for those who had 
been evacuated wounded. He would remain here until the 8th March 1917 when he 
would again rejoin his unit. These wounded soldiers would be slowly rehabilitated 
and then when well enough return to full duty. There were many tasks that needed 
doing behind the lines to supply the fighting troops…often more strenuous than the 
front line.. 
 
By the 16th March 1917, John was back with his unit again around Albert on the 
Somme and near Dernancourt training. 
 
April saw action around Montabaun ,Boursies and Hermies where the battalion was 
in support and in the front lines. 
 
Fighting at Morchies,Lagnicourt and Bapaume were front line duties for John at this 
time. 
 
The 9th Battalion attacked the Hindenberg line around Bapaume on the 6th and 7th 
May.  During this time John was wounded again for the 4th time and was treated by 
the 6th Field Ambulance before being removed to a casualty clearing station nearby. 
 
Again with very serious gunshot wounds to his left arm he was evacuated to the 8th 
General Hospital at Rouen and finally again back to England. 
On the 24th August he was promoted to Captain and placed on the supernumery list. 
 
The Great War was now over for John. His left arm,due to wounds would be 
amputated. 
 
On the 10th September he would depart for Australia on the Ulysess, returning on the 
13th November 1917 and officially discharged in March 1918. 
 
John would leave his mark on the cave walls at Naours as a legacy to his service 
and bravery during the Great War. 
  
John would be married in 1921  

 
RAMKEMA— BRYSON.—At Sacred Heart 
Church, Sandgate, on 21st October, by the 
Rev. Father Power, Kathleen, eldest daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Bryson, Palm avenue, 
Sandgate, to Captain J. P. Ramkema, M.C. (late 
9th Battn.), eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. H. 
Ramkema, North Queensland. 































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

France, showing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


